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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 0459 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, VT, MT 

SUBJ: APPOINTMENT OF NEW BRITISH DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER TO 
MALTA - ROBERT MICHAEL PURCELL 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

REF: VALLETTA 1404 

1 . ROBERT MICHAEL PURCELL, THE COUNSELLOR OF THE BRITISH LE- 
GATION TO THE HOLY SEE HAS BEEN APPOINTED DEPUTY HIGH COMMI- 
SSIONER TO MALTA. PURCELL DEPARTED ROME IN LATE DECEMBER AND TOLD 
US THAT HE WOULD BE ARRIVING IN VALLETTA BY MID-JANUARY, FOLLOWING 
CONSULTATION IN LONDON. HE HAS BEEN COUNSELLOR HERE FOR THREE AND 
A HALF YEARS AND IS WELL KNOWN TO US. HE IS A SOLID PERFORMER, 
FRIENDLY IN HIS CONTACTS WITH US AND WIDELY RESPECTED AMONG 

HIS PEERS IN THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS TO THE VATICAN. IN VIEW OF 
UPCOMING BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM MALTA IN MARCH 1979, PRIOR 
SERVICE IN SINGAPORE AND UGANDA DURING PROCESS OF BRITISH 
WITHDRAWALS PROBABLY ACCOUNTS FOR HIS SELECTION FOR MALTA 
ASSIGNMENT. 
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2. PURCELL, WHO IS 47 YEARS OLD, HAS A WIFE (JULIA), AND TWO 
YOUNG DAUGHTERS. FORMERLY IN THE COLONIAL SERCICE, HE WAS IN- 
TEGRATED IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE ABOUT 1963 AND HAS HAD THE 
FOLLOWING PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS: UGANDA, 1950-62 AS DEPUTY HIGH 
COMMISSIONER, SRI LANKA, 1968-1969, SINGAPORE, 1971-73 AND 
VATICAN, 1973-76. 
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3. WITH RESPECT TO DEPARTURE FROM MALTA OF HIS PREDECESSOR, 

ARTHUR WYATT (REFTEL), MR. PURCELL TOLD US THAT AN UNGUARDED 
COMMENT AT SOCIAL FUNCTION RE DON MINTOFF, WHICH WAS PROBABLY 
REPORTED TO THE GOM BY ONE OF HIS MANY "SPIES," HAD CREATED 
DIFFICULTIES FOR WYATT TO CONDUCT OFFICIAL BUSINESS AND HMG 
DECIDED TO REASSIGN HIM.VOLPE 
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